Ondansetron versus dolasetron: a comparison study in the prevention of postoperative nausea and vomiting in patients undergoing gynecological procedures.
The purpose of this study was to determine if 4 mg of ondansetron and 12.5 mg of dolasetron were equally effective in preventing postoperative nausea and vomiting (PONV) in patients undergoing gynecological procedures. While the overall incidence of PONV appears to be 25% to 35%, the incidence among this patient population is considerably higher. Patients were assigned to 1 of 2 antiemetic treatment groups. Patients in group 1 received 4 mg of ondansetron at the end of surgery, while patients in group 2 received 12.5 mg of dolasetron at the end of surgery. Data collection occurred perioperatively and in the 24 hours following surgery. chi 2 determined there was no statistical difference between groups related to emesis in the postanesthesia care unit (PACU), emesis in the 24 hours following surgery, and side effects. Results of this study showed there was no statistically significant difference between 4 mg of ondansetron or 12.5 mg of dolasetron when administered at the end of surgery for preventing PONV in patients undergoing gynecological procedures. Given the cost difference between these 2 antiemetics, there is a potential for significant cost savings in this high-risk patient population.